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nonsense to say that I may be deceived. For there is
no more comprehensive reality of which the totality of
being can be conceived as a partial feature or aspect.
Whatever point there may be in the ontological argument
for the existence of God lies in this. Again, I believe
that my consciousness exists, and my belief cannot be
illusory. For it cannot be illusory unless I regard my
consciousness as a qualification of some reality which is
not so qualified. Now whatever this reality is supposed
to be, it must be a reality which is present to my con-
sciousness when I commit the error. In other words,
we cannot think of any reality to contrast with illusion
which does not include the very feature that is alleged
to be illusory.

A more interesting illustration is supplied by the
objects of abstract thought.

The object signified by an abstract term is not
regarded as an adjective of anything else. In sub-
stituting for an adjective the corresponding abstract
noun we leave out of count adjectival reference and
treat the object of our thought only as a substantive.
This does not mean that we cease to regard it as an
attribute ; for all abstract objects are essentially attributes
and must be recognised as such. " Adjectival reference "
does not merely consist in being aware that an attribute
is an attribute. The distinctive function of adjectives is
the attribution of an attribute to a thing. Their specific
office is to express the connection of a certain attribute
with whatever other attributes the thing may possess.
Unless the thing is expressly considered as possessing
other attributes, the adjectival reference loses all signifi-
cance. On the contrary, an attribute abstractly con-
sidered is considered by itself: the fact that the things
which it qualifies possess other attributes is regarded as
irrelevant to the purpose of our thought. Things are
referred to only in so far as they may possess the attribute
in which we are interested, to the neglect of their other
features.

The addition of such phrases as qua> or "as such,"